
 Northwest Scholastic Rating System 
 
 2026 - 2027: The Top Ten in Each Grade in WA 
 
No changes to the rules or format of the Top Ten this year.  A couple of things have changed with the system, however.  

This year when I advanced all of the graduating Washington seniors to adult status, I did change their school codes to ADU and you 
will see that reflected in the table below. Although we now rate very few Oregon events, I also advanced graduating Oregon seniors to 
ADO.  

To reiterate, I am limiting this top ten listing as follows: 
1. Anyone not having the minimum of 15 games played in the NWSRS this past year will not appear on this list. 
2. Anyone with a school code of XXX or UNK (unknown) or other school codes that have no definition (are not on the 

“Allcodes” list) will not appear on this list. 
3. Anyone without the state of residence as “WA” will not appear on this list. 

(Total Games) = career games.  (Games Year) = games played in 2025-2026 season.  (Ratings for this list were closed 
September 6, 2026.) 

Congratulations to the fine young players who made this list!  We honor you.  And congratulations to the many others 
who missed the list narrowly, and the many, many others who competed last year in this great game we all enjoy! 

THIS IS A FULLY RESET LISTING FOR 2025-2026 done in preparation for the 2026-2027 season.  ALL PLAYERS ARE 
LISTED WITH THEIR NEW 2026-2027 GRADES.  As most of you know we designate Kindergartners and preschoolers with the same 
grade code (“A”).  Since all Kindergartners (grade code A) were advanced to First Grade (grade  code B), there almost certainly 
some kindergartners who started competitive chess as preschoolers whose grades need to be reset back to kindergarten.  Please 
communicate with Kirk Winges concerning any issues with grade coding (kirk.winges@gmail.com).  Also provide any school changes, 
grade changes or updated/new USCF information to Kirk. 
 

SENIORS 
Top 10 

rank Last Name First Name School Grade ID# Rating 
Total 

Games 
Games 
Year 

1 LIU AUSTIN SKN M 530J 2214 404 18 
2 MIN RYAN INT M 5430 2118 476 16 
3 EKSAREVSKIY ALBERT LSS M 530Y 1939 204 39 
4 PATANKAR VIJAY JUH M C78Y 1927 338 22 
5 SHI GAVIN LCO M H855 1802 546 47 
6 NAM JINMO GRR M C101 1758 277 37 
7 ZHANG IRIS RUNYI RED M 858X 1689 435 23 
8 SHINKAREV SLAVA KAM M J77F 1656 91 26 
9 ANABLE BLAKE LEO M 513G 1617 22 16 

10 VIJAYAGURU ASHWIN OHS M K95L 1486 49 16 
 

JUNIORS 
Top 10 

rank Last Name First Name School Grade ID# Rating 
Total 

Games 
Games 
Year 

1 WILLY STEPHEN HSC L H17K 2363 661 49 
2 VEMPARALA NIKASH OVL L I078 2320 479 34 
3 SUMMERFIELD WILLIAM MCR L G77R 2181 237 40 
4 KARTHIKEYAN HARISHKUMAR RED L J81A 2146 281 33 
5 RAZMOV GABRIEL LSS L C26K 2043 439 37 
6 NALLAPPA VIJAY RED L D40S 1974 516 57 
7 SCOLLON OWEN SHM L 734D 1846 638 46 
8 AYALEW BROOK DCC L J71Q 1821 100 34 
9 CEN EVAN INT L I97D 1783 287 33 

10 SUBRAMANIAN THRINAY INT L 466R 1781 229 46 
 

 
 



 
 

SOPHOMORES 
Top 
10 

rank Last Name First Name School Grade ID# Rating 
Total 

Games 
Games 
Year 

1 HAN SHUYI NPR K K47W 2072 395 24 
2 WANG LEONARDO MTS K 233K 2006 211 39 
3 VERMA DARSH WDV K B52K 1918 274 31 
4 BEEGALA KESHAV EVJ K J27V 1848 253 26 
5 ZHANG MICHELLE INT K 889L 1846 380 24 
6 LIU BICHEN OVL K K00D 1784 181 23 
7 CHEN WILLIAM EAL K 550N 1747 402 96 
8 SEELA SHASHANK EAL K I74N 1671 247 15 
9 RAO DEEPAK SRI KARTIKEYA INT K 517J 1659 330 92 

10 RAMPENTHAL QUINN ZHEN SAS K H53C 1586 205 115 
 

FROSH 
Top 10 

rank Last Name First Name School Grade ID# Rating 
Total 

Games 
Games 
Year 

1 JAMMALAMADAKA VIHAAN WPP J J90F 2309 448 35 
2 RAMKUMAR NIKHIL RBR J 115E 2011 339 36 
3 RAJA RIAN SKI J 786E 1814 318 79 
4 FREDERICK BENJAMIN EMS J S57X 1794 305 20 
5 CHENG SELINA TLM J 413R 1745 668 51 
6 LIU YUNTAO OMS J 505Y 1745 318 29 
7 YANG YUCHANG SHH J K16L 1726 113 17 
8 RASTOGI ATHARV PFC J 377H 1679 153 23 
9 GUPTA KRISHANG GTM J E37V 1658 163 57 

10 MA ZILIANG DCC J A69N 1631 307 119 
 

GRADE 8 
Top 10 

rank Last Name First Name School Grade ID# Rating 
Total 

Games 
Games 
Year 

1 KONA VIDIP TMB I I26J 2272 477 57 
2 GADDE ARNAV GTM I J39D 1956 306 55 
3 MOHAN VISHNU SKI I F41R 1922 271 72 
4 YONDON ODBAYAR ING I K97T 1903 399 74 
5 BHARATHY MOHAN AARAV SKI I C98B 1892 542 101 
6 SHANKARANAND DEEKSHA EBS I I74Y 1796 403 48 
7 SYAL YASH PFC I C10R 1751 326 71 
8 SANKRITHI SARANG HSC I B11D 1724 388 44 
9 DENG STANLEY LLM I K22E 1589 438 49 

10 WU HARRY SAS I J72P 1577 121 44 
 



 

GRADE 7 
Top 10 

rank Last Name First Name School Grade ID# Rating 
Total 

Games 
Games 
Year 

1 WANG TED OVL H K13D 2372 377 48 
2 PALATHINGAL RAFAEL KKN H 196R 2178 279 67 
3 SADDI NEEVAN REDDY PFC H H87M 2108 352 43 
4 XU OWEN TYE H 896M 2049 227 16 
5 JOSEPH VERONIQUE SJO H J04S 2040 275 34 
6 WEI JEFFREY BIS H H64M 2015 84 40 
7 PIKH AKIM ING H H64N 2000 121 55 
8 LIN MICHAEL BAS H C97F 1972 378 19 
9 ZHOU YUCHEN CHR H J42H 1926 720 72 

10 GAO ZIQIAN EVJ H K10U 1874 187 70 
 

GRADE 6 
Top 10 

rank Last Name First Name School Grade ID# Rating 
Total 

Games 
Games 
Year 

1 BABBAR RIAAN END G J98D 1848 232 68 
2 HE OLIVER END G K71V 1783 518 80 
3 CHEN ANDY SOM G K05J 1759 195 60 
4 MAHARAJA IMAI HMN G K34K 1753 396 67 
5 WU SHANNA CNH G J72M 1712 124 41 
6 DAS SAMBUDDHA SEKHAR END G K47S 1611 293 63 
7 ZHU AIDEN LMS G C77X 1583 248 45 
8 BRAVENBOER JAKE OPW G J97Y 1539 245 74 
9 LI MOSES BCX G K26L 1520 91 15 

10 THANIKONDA KRUTI CMC G K84W 1511 227 32 
 

GRADE 5 
 

Top 10 
rank Last Name First Name School Grade ID# Rating 

Total 
Games 

Games 
Year 

1 LI SHAWN SOM F J11N 1905 166 49 
2 ROY CHOWDHURY AVYAAN EBS F H82M 1621 111 46 
3 MA LEWIS SOM F 587M 1591 305 64 
4 EVIN TERRICK EBS F C54L 1585 296 29 
5 NARKHEDE KSHITIJ CRK F A27K 1582 257 106 
6 LI ANYI LWN F J55F 1535 248 71 
7 WU JONATHAN UCD F K14H 1395 170 51 
8 YUN DANIEL D BEN F K87Z 1394 399 15 
9 IVANOV MATVEI EAB F K34E 1363 180 58 

10 ZANDANOV LEONID ENA F K31Q 1362 242 47 



GRADE 4 
Top 10 

rank Last Name First Name School Grade ID# Rating 
Total 

Games Games Year 
1 GUO LOIDA KSH E G25U 1674 85 80 
2 RAJ SKANDHA EVG E K55U 1655 252 62 
3 WANG HARVEY OPW E J68G 1646 261 82 
4 LAGZDIN MIKHAIL HMN E J96R 1569 153 68 
5 KHUDYEV ELINA UMI OPW E J97Q 1491 161 62 
6 ZHANG PATRICK CDI E K01J 1484 508 152 
7 YEH GEORGE CSI E H64S 1468 106 68 
8 BYELASHOVA SOFIA SGH E K01K 1466 244 42 
9 GE EMMA SSM E J56J 1433 215 49 

10 GE JEREMY SOM E J88K 1348 387 46 
 

GRADE 3 
Top 10 

rank Last Name First Name School Grade ID# Rating 
Total 

Games 
Games 
Year 

1 REN EASTON CMC D H68Z 1788 178 52 
2 LAI RYAN SHS D H70N 1623 229 94 
3 SANKRITHI VIVAAN HSC D K61R 1582 211 33 
4 HAN FELIX MED D J41U 1522 105 60 
5 KULKARNI SAMIK KKN D H67M 1508 165 83 
6 PANDE ARYAN DCS D 493M 1492 140 73 
7 QIN SKYLER OPW D J97T 1405 256 66 
8 SRINIVASAN ATUL TBK D K65P 1370 139 52 
9 GUO SERENA BCS D G63G 1342 69 64 

10 RAGHAVENDRAN VEDANTH DCS D H24C 1300 108 81 

 
GRADE 2 

Top 10 
rank Last Name First Name School Grade ID# Rating 

Total 
Games 

Games 
Year 

1 YAO BAOSHUO EVP C G16L 1485 65 65 
2 PHAM LIAM BEN C H53P 1281 33 20 
3 CHANDA RISHABH BCA C H72X 1275 210 141 
4 SANKAR DEETHYA R EBS C H63X 1155 89 52 
5 LI LEO BCA C H11J 1148 163 101 
6 TANG WESLEY WWD C F69A 1071 72 72 
7 ABDUKARIMOV SAMIN ARD C H67S 1012 335 190 
8 JIANG CALLIE UCD C H47C 977 125 64 
9 SUDHAKAR ARDHIKSHWAR SUZ C F81C 963 58 58 

10 LARIMER HENRY WBE C H14B 870 73 45 
 



GRADE 1/KINDERGARTEN/PRESCHOOL* 
Top 10 

rank Last Name First Name School Grade ID# Rating 
Total 

Games 
Games 
Year 

1 XU LOUIS MED B H34T 929 84 45 
2 LUO FELIX JIN B G27U 878 44 38 
3 LIN JAMES BUS B F91Y 832 36 36 
4 ZENG LIAM SHS B H05U 825 110 49 
5 KARTHIK AYAAN BRH B G16J 744 31 31 
6 VANDADI ASHRITH ILC B F07F 702 18 18 
7 CASTRO-GUDINO ADRIAN ESG B G15A 677 45 45 
8 ZHANG DYLAN CGR B G32C 676 57 35 
9 PORTER HUNTER MED B G21S 675 33 29 

10 WANG AUSTIN OPW B G15Q 637 26 26 
*Note: all students coded as kindergarten (A) last year were automatically advanced to first grade (B) by the rating system.  Accordingly, this first-grade list may include some students that will ultimately be re-coded to 
kindergarten because they were actually pre-kindergarten last year.  The NWSRS makes no distinction between kindergarten and pre-kindergarten students. 
 

WASHINGTON'S TOP TEN OVERALL 
Top 10 

rank Last Name First Name School Grade ID# Rating 
Total 

Games 
Games 
Year 

1 WANG TED OVL H K13D 2372 377 48 
2 WILLY STEPHEN HSC L H17K 2363 661 49 
3 VEMPARALA NIKASH OVL L I078 2320 479 34 
4 JAMMALAMADAKA VIHAAN WPP J J90F 2309 448 35 
5 KONA VIDIP TMB I I26J 2272 477 57 
6 LIU AUSTIN SKN M 530J 2214 404 18 
7 SUMMERFIELD WILLIAM MCR L G77R 2181 237 40 
8 PALATHINGAL RAFAEL KKN H 196R 2178 279 67 
9 KARTHIKEYAN HARISHKUMAR RED L J81A 2146 281 33 

10 MIN RYAN INT M 5430 2118 476 16 
 
 

HONORING OUR TOP GRADUATED SENIORS 
Top 10 

rank Last Name First Name School Grade ID# Rating 
Total 

Games 
Games 
Year 

1 GARINE UJWAL TST N B99A 2005 319 50 
2 WONG-GODFREY EMERSON BUS N H83E 1913 572 16 
3 WIRKKALA ZANE HSC N C64H 1845 85 15 
4 HETAMSARIA AADI NPR N 888H 1781 226 22 
5 BOULIS CHRISTOS NWS N C84T 1768 663 17 
6 YUODELIS KENNETH NPR N 3681 1754 540 43 
7 DENG LILY HHS N 5007 1667 411 25 
8 TAN JOHNNY DCC N J72U 1586 81 52 
9 FROST IGNATIUS LYC N J64P 1570 157 21 

10 AO ETHAN NPR N J24V 1524 65 22 
 
 

NWSRS RATING SYSTEM STATS AND ACTIVITY 
 
This September the Northwest Scholastic Rating System was reset as follows: (1) Graduated seniors were advanced to “adult” status 
and Washington players’ school codes were changed to ADU while Oregon players’ school codes were changed to ADO. (2) All 
grades were advanced one level.  (3) The "this year" games field was emptied.  All USCF ratings were updated on September 2, 2026. 
 For the last several years I tried something different and did not remove any “inactive” players.  My reason was that we had several 
instances in earlier years with players coming back after being inactive and removed and it has caused problems with duplicate IDs.  
Four years ago, the ID system was expanded to allow for an additional alpha-numeric character.  This should allow the system to grow 
without the need to remove any inactive players for many years.  However, to keep the files from expanding too much, I have now 



added the additional field “active” or “archived” and only include active players in the distributed rating list (the TDdata.zip file) now 
defined as having played at least one game in the NWSRS since 2010.  All players, including archived players still appear in the excel 
version of the ratings database and in the online rating list at https://ratingsnw.com/ratings.html.   
 
We start the new season with 55,215 rated scholastic and adult players, 6,678 in grades K-6, 13,941 in grades 7-12 and 34,696 adults. 
This past year we rated 508 events and approximately 48,880 games.  This reflects a slight increase in the activity from last year when 
we rated 486 events and approximately 48,030 games.  Washington Chess is alive and well.     
 
Thus, I am very optimistic about the future of chess in Washington State.  I am also optimistic that the NWSRS will find new 
leadership in the future as I eventually have to step down in my role (starting its 25th year).  Don’t worry, there is no urgency here.  I 
am turning 77 next month and still ride my bicycle 100 miles a week and have excellent health, but the WCF and others have come 
forward with a plan to modernize the NWSRS and I am fully supportive of their efforts.   
 
Kirk Winges, September 7, 2026 
Kirk.winges@gmail.com 
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